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entered  into  treasonable   correspondence  with
James's son-in-law, William of Orange. Churchill,
a sincere Protestant, resisted the pressure brought
upon all Court dignitaries to enter the Roman
Catholic Church and seems to have told James
that he disapproved of what he was doing.   But
he did not resign his offices and instead success-
fully used his wife's and his own growing in-
fluence with James's fervently Anglican daughter
Anne to carry her over to the opposition camp.
Churchill himself assured William that he was
resolved, " although I cannot live the life of a
saint, if there ever be occasion for it, to show
the resolution of a martyr."    In the summer of
1688 an unexpected blow fell upon this secret
opposition : Mary of Modena bore James a male
heir.    Hitherto the hope  had  prevailed  that
James's early death and the accession  of the
Protestant Mary of Orange would put a speedy
end to the Catholicizing policy ; now its inde-
finite continuance was promised.    Sarah, Anne
and the rest hastened to spread the false story
that the birth was an imposture, and under the
Churchills'  influence  Anne  wrote   a  series   of
nauseating letters to her sister to that  effect.
The conspirators then invited William to cross
the sea and save England and her Church from
James and his infant.    Churchill, a little later,
wrote   independently,   putting   his   honour   in
William's hands and again asserting that he was
ready to die for his religion.

In November William landed in Tor Bay with
a large army and Churchill prepared to go over
to him. He first arranged for Sarah and Anne